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Course Outline

Programme Course Code Credit Hours | 3

Introduction to Generation of Warfare: From Antiquity to Modern
Age

Course Introduction

In discussions of warfare, there is often mention of distinct generations. These range from
the first to the present-day sixth generation, which Russian military theorist Major General
Vladimir Slipchenko defined in 1999, in the aftermath of Desert Storm. But how relevant is

this distinction of generations of warfare, especially in the context of warfare development?

Throughout history, the nature of warfare has continuously evolved in response to
technological advancements, changing societal dynamics, and shifts in strategic thinking.
From the primitive conflicts of ancient times to the complex information battles of the
present day, the concept of warfare has transformed through five distinct generations. This
course explores the evolution of warfare from ancient times to the present day, examining

the key characteristics, technologies, and tactics of each generation of warfare.

Learning Outcomes

On the completion of the course, the students will:

1. Be acquainted with the basic concepts and major debates in international

relations

Be equipped with sufficient knowledge of prevalent issues

Have a thorough overview of international relations that will help them in

further, more advanced courses

4. Design asignificant roadmap for future discussions and debates to enhance their
intellectual caliber

5. Receive an impressive collection or reading and reference material to help them
in future research projects and similar research based activities
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Course Content Assignments/Readings

Introduction to Generations of Warfare Sideb(_)ttom, H.
Week 1-2 (2004). Ancient warfare: A

e Historical context and framework very short
introduction (Vol. 117).




Overview of the concept of generations of
warfare

Oxford University Press,
USA.

van der Klaauw, C.
(2021). Generations of
warfare: an outdated
concept. The Three
Swords Magazine, 37(17),
71-74.

Week 3-4

First Generation Warfare: The Age of
Manpower and Melee

In the earliest civilizations, warfare relied heavily
on brute force and numbers. Battles were fought
primarily through close combat, with warriors
engaging in hand-to-hand combat using primitive
weapons. This generation saw the emergence of
infantry and cavalry formations, highlighting the
significance of disciplined troops and coordinated
tactics.

Rothenberg, G. E.
(1980). The art of warfare
in the age of
Napoleon (Vol. 260).
Indiana University Press.

Week 5-6

Second Generation Warfare: The Rise of
Industrialization and Firepower

With the advent of industrialization and firearms,
warfare entered a new era. The introduction of
muskets and cannons changed the dynamics of
battle, emphasizing the importance of firepower
and maneuverability. This generation saw the rise
of trench warfare and naval battles, exemplifying
the impact of technological innovations on
strategy and tactics.

Gat, A. (2020).
Technological Revolutions
in War: From the Onset of

the Industrial Age to the
21st Century. (23), 75-83.

Week 7-8

Third Generation Warfare: Maneuver
Warfare and Combined Arms

The 20th century witnessed the evolution of
warfare into a more dynamic and fluid concept.
Tanks, aircraft, and improved communication
technologies enabled commanders to employ
strategies that emphasized mobility, surprise, and
coordination. The use of combined arms tactics,
such as tanks working alongside infantry and air

Koistinen, P. A.
(2004). Arsenal of World
War Il: The political
economy of American
warfare, 1940-1945.
University Press of
Kansas.




support, marked a shift in the way battles were
waged.

Week 9-
10

Fourth Generation Warfare: Asymmetry and
Irregular Conflict

The late 20th and early 21st centuries introduced
a new dimension to warfare, characterized by
asymmetric conflicts and irregular warfare. Non-
state actors and insurgent groups leveraged
guerrilla tactics, terrorism, and unconventional
strategies to challenge conventional military
powers. Information warfare and propaganda
gained prominence as tools for shaping public
opinion and influencing outcomes.

Lind, W. S., Schmitt, J. F.,
& Wilson, G. 1. (2001).
Fourth generation warfare:
Another look. Marine
Corps Gazette, 85(11), 69-
71.

Week 11-
12

Fifth Generation Warfare: The Battle of Ideas
and Narratives

In the modern era, warfare has transcended
physical battles and entered the realm of
information and narratives. Fifth Generation
Warfare (5GW) centers around the manipulation
of information, beliefs, and perceptions. Digital
technology, cyber warfare, and sophisticated
propaganda campaigns play a pivotal role in
shaping public opinion, affecting policy decisions,
and influencing behavior. The battleground is no
longer confined to geographic locations; rather, it
exists within the intangible landscape of the
information space.

Reed, D. J. (2008).
Beyond the war on terror:
Into the fifth generation of
war and conflict. Studies

in Conflict &
Terrorism, 31(8), 684-722

Week 13-
14

The Implications of 5GW: Challenges and
Opportunities

Fifth Generation Warfare introduces a host of
challenges and opportunities for individuals,
societies, and governments alike. The digital age
has democratized access to information, enabling
anyone with an internet connection to engage in
the battle of ideas. However, this accessibility also
makes individuals susceptible to misinformation,
fake news, and manipulative narratives.

Krishnan, A. (2022). Fifth
Generation Warfare,
Hybrid Warfare, and Gray
Zone Conflict. Journal of
Strategic Security, 15(4),
14-31.




Week 15

Best, G. (1980). Humanity
in warfare. Columbia
University Press.

Recap of key concepts and generations of
warfare

Week 16 Future directions in warfare

Szternak, G. (2013). The
Warfare In The Present
And Future. Military
Science
Review/Hadtudomanyi
Szemle, 6(3).

Textbooks and Reading Material

The lectures will supplement discussions through books and online academic material.
The objective would be to engage students in reading and listening to expert opinions to
develop their own understanding of various concepts that are essential in the subject. The
curriculum will not depend on a fixed set of readings and online lectures but will
diversify to accommodate research articles and opinions as well as interviews to provide
a broad spectrum analysis and discourse.

Recommended Books (material can be provided as lectures proceed)

1. "The Art of War" by Sun Tzu ( ancient Chinese text, circa 500 BC)

2. "A History of Warfare" by John Keegan (1993)

3. "The Evolution of Modern Warfare" by Trevor Nevitt Dupuy (1984)

4. "Warfare in Antiquity: History of the Art of War" by Hans Delbriick (1975)
5. "The Changing Face of War: Lessons of Combat, from the Marne to Iraq" by Martin
van Creveld (2006)

6. "The Generations of Warfare" by William S. Lind (2017)

7. "War and Human Nature" by Stephen Peter Rosen (2005)

8. "The Transformation of War" by Martin van Creveld (1991)

9. "The Book of War" by Sun Tzu and Karl von Clausewitz (2000)

10. "Warfare in the Ancient World" by Lloyd de Beer (2019)

Teaching Learning Strategies

1. Relevant material will be provided beforehand to the class both in printed and
electronic form to match with the course contents designed

2. Reciprocal teaching method can be implemented to allow students a chance to
speak their mind and discuss their problems

3. Brainstorming sessions will be encouraged with instructional scaffolding to
allow students to develop their intellectual capabilities before being introduced
to technical subjects

4. Didactic questioning by the instructor will be a viable teaching tool to initiate
small group discussions in a think-pair-share collaborative teaching
environment.




5. Individual presentations may also be assigned to exclusively focus on students
with learning difficulties or exceptional students with a potential to offer more
to the class environment.

Assignments: Types and Number with Calendar

1. Week Four: Student report submission for previous lectures taught

2. Week Six-Eight: Surprise Quiz or Show-and-Tell Presentation on topics
covered

3. Week Eleven: Research Report post-Midterms

4. Week Fifteen: Grouped presentations of Poster Competition on topics assigned

Assessment
Sr. No. Elements Weightage Details
1. Midterm 35% Written Assessment at the mid-point of the
Assessment semester.
2. Formative 25% Continuous assessment includes: Classroom
Assessment participation, assignments, presentations, viva
voce, attitude and behavior, hands-on-activities,
short tests, projects, practical, reflections,
readings, quizzes etc.
3. | Final 40% Written Examination at the end of the semester.
Assessment It is mostly in the form of a test, but owing to the
nature of the course the teacher may assess their
students based on term paper, research proposal
development, field work and report writing etc.




